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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

WASHINGTON, DC  20410-3000
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION


December 31, 2008
MEMORANDUM FOR:  
Russell D. Varnado, President, AFGE National Council 





  of HUD Locals 222

FROM:


Joann T. Robinson, Acting Chief, Labor Relations Branch, ARHLL
SUBJECT:  


Removal of Personal Appliances from the Workplace

In accordance with Article 5 of the HUD/AFGE Agreement, this serves as notification to the Union of Management’s intent to implement The Deputy Secretary’s recommendation of May 27, 2008 to remove all personal convenience appliances for safety and energy management reasons.  This will minimize fire hazards and reduce energy consumption consistent with Executive Order 13423 (http://ofee.gov/eo/EO_13423.pdf). 
In accordance with CFR Title 41, Chapter 102, Part 102-74.190, Federal agencies are prohibited from operating portable heaters, fans and other such devices in Government-controlled facilities unless authorized by the Federal agency buildings manager. 

In the interest of safety for all employees and to comply with GSA’s Fire Protection Engineering Policy, employees will be instructed to remove all personal appliances not approved through the Employee Assistance Program.  Listed below (not inclusive) are items that employees will be required to remove from their office areas including systems furniture work stations and private offices by January 30, 2009.  
· Aquariums/Fish Tanks

· Coffee Pots
· Coolers and Small Refrigerators 
· Decorator Lights, i.e. Holiday Lights

· Fans

· Griddles

· Hot Plates

· Microwaves 
· Heaters

· Popcorn Makers

· Toaster Ovens

· Water Fountains
· Air Purifiers/Humidifiers/Dehumidifiers
2
Please submit any bargaining proposals that you may have related to the proposed changes to the Labor Relations Branch by January 12, 2009.  If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Joann T. Robinson of the Labor Relations Branch at (202) 402-2863.

Attachments

1. Action Memorandum dated May 21, 2008
2. 41CFR102-74.190

3. Fire Protection Engineering Policy

cc:
Lisa Lowery, Chairperson, AFGE National Bargaining Committee

Marie Savoy, Director, OAMS, Room 5180
www.hud.gov                espanol.hud.gov

