ARTICLE 31
VIDEO DISPLAY TERMINALS
Section 31.01 - General.     "Video Display Terminal" (VDT) refers to a word processor or computer terminal which displays information on a television-like screen (cathode ray tube or "CRT").

Section 31.02 - Service of Machines.     Management agrees to have each VDT properly serviced at least yearly by authorized tech​nicians. A record of maintenance on each machine will be maintained and made available to the Union upon request.

Section 31.03 - Vision Safeguard.     If an employee is assigned to work on a VDT which he or she believes has an out-of-focus display screen, the employee will report it to the supervisor. If the supervisor agrees that it is out of focus, the employee will not be required to continue work on the machine. Management will arrange for service personnel to evaluate the machine as soon as possible.

Section 31.04 - VDT Problems.     Should a concern arise over the safety and health of VDT operators, including physical discomfort and physical or psychological stress, the matter may be referred to the Parties' Safety and Health Committee. Environment/ergonomic factors such as glare controls, illumination, arrangement of the work station, and potential radiation exposure are appropriate matters for review and recommendations by the Committee.

Section 31.05 - Breaks From VDT's.     Employees shall not normally be required to work on a VDT continuously without interruption for more than two (2) hours without a break from the machine. Where practical, the employee and the supervisor should schedule the fifteen- (15) minute rest break authorized in Article 17 so as to break periods of continuous machine use which would extend past two (2) hours. Where the authorized break cannot serve this purpose, alternative work assignments or additional brief breaks will be provided in order to accomplish such relief.

Section 31.06 - Hardware Acquisition.     In selecting future replace​ment or acquisitions of VDT's, Management will apply available safety and health information related to the color of the screen, size of characters, space between lines, clearness of image, and similar matters.

Section 31.07.     Employees assigned to work at VDT's for an average of four (4) hours or more per day may request and receive an annual visual examination through the local Public Health Service facilities, where available.
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