The Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO) is providing formal notification to the American Federation of Government Employees (AFGE) of upcoming Information Technology Modernization initiatives spanning through Fiscal Years 2008 and 2009.
These upgrades and their respective descriptions are as follows:

Microsoft Office 2007 Upgrade – Microsoft Office Professional Edition 2007 consists of upgrades to the Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access, and Publisher software suite as standard for each user desktop.  
Benefits:  Enhanced security; added features; increased integration with SharePoint and InfoPath; and current technology

Internet Explorer 7 – Microsoft Internet Explorer 7 upgrade to the standard web browser for each user desktop.

Benefits:  Reduces security risks; enhanced features; and current technology

The implementation for these initiatives will be staged throughout the remaining of Fiscal Year 2008 and continuing into Fiscal Year 2009.
The OCIO is requesting to accelerate the AFGE negotiations on these upgrades to allow sufficient time prior to pilot rollout and training initiatives. 

